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Four outstanding University of Montana alumni have been chosen to receive the 
Distinguished Service Ah'ard during Homecoming Oct. 12 and 13. 
The recipients are William A. Barbour, president of Chilton publishing company; 
Joseph H. Fitzgerald, federal commissioner for the federal-state land use commission of 
Alaska; Reynold C. Fuson, professor of organic chemistry at the University of Nevada, 
Reno, and Edwin T. Mertz, biochemist at Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. 
The award is given each year during Homecoming to alumni or former students who have 
brought honor to themselves and the University for their distinguished service to the 
University, the state or the nation. 
Barbour is a native of Phi !adelphia, Pa. , and \'las graduated from the University 
with a bachelor's degree in journalism in 1948. Prior to being promoted to president of 
Chilton Co., he served as editor of three Chilton trade publications. 
He serves as chairman of the Chilton editorial training commdttee and is a member 
of Sigma Delta Chi, national journalism fraternity, Association of Industrial Advertisers 
National Education Committee, American Business Press National Education Committee, Society 
of Business Magazine Editors, National Press Club, American Society for r.retals, American 
Society of Testing and Materials and Southern Council of Industrial Editors. He lives in 
Moorestown, !!_.J. 
Fitzgerald received a bachelor's degree in economics from UM in 1931, tfas chosen 
as a Rhodes Scholar and attended Oxford from 1932-35 where he received a B.A. in 
jurisprudence and a bachelor of common laws degree. 
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He practiced law in Boston, Nass., from 1936-43, served on the federal board of 
Economic Warfare and Successor agencies and 1~as the attorney for the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration (C.A.A.) from 1946-49. He was regional director for the C.A.A. in Anchorage, 
Alaska, from 1949-51; director of the Alaska office of the Civil Aeronautics Board, 1951-53, 
and director of the Bureau of Air Operations of the board, 1953-58. 
Fitzgerald was president of Ozark Airlines, St. Louis, Mo., from 1959-63 and from 
1962-63 served as consultant to the Department of State. He was executive director of the 
Alaska Public Service Commission from 1964-65, served as chairman of the Federal Field 
Committee for Development Planning in Alaska from 1965-69. In 1968 he received a LL.D. 
degree from the University of Alaska and in 1969 became associated with Atlantic-Richfield 
Co. as director of community relations. He is now living at Lindbergh Lake and commutes 
to Alaska. 
Fuson is a professor emeritus of the University of Illinois and is presently at the 
University of Nevada. He was graduated from the University in 1920 \'lith a bachelor's 
degree in chemistry and was awarded an honorary doctorate of philosophy in 1946. 
He was elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 1944 and is among the group of 
scientists in the directory "American Hen of Science," which lists leading scientists of the 
country. 
Fuson is a member of the board of editors of the Organic Synthesis Association, editor 
of the Journal of the American Chemical Society, co-author of five books and has published 
nearly 100 research articles. He also belongs to Alpha Chi Sigma, Gamma Alpha, Phi Lamba 
Epsilon, Sigma Xi, American Chemical Society and American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 
Edwin T. ~~rtz, internationally recognized biochemist at Purdue University, has won 
several awards, including the Hoblitzelle National Award in the Agricultural Sciences and 
the John Scott Medal for his development of opaque-2 corn. The development of the high 
lysine (protein) corn is significant in that it can be used as the basic protein source for 
people in underdeveloped countries who live ma1nly on corn. 
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H~ is 1931 graduate of the University in chemistry and mathematics. In 1972 he 
received the Osborne and ~~ndel Award for outstanding research contributions in the field of 
nutrition, He is serving on the malnutrition panel of the U.S.-Japan cooperative ~ledical 
Sciences program as a consultant to the National Institute of Health. He has published 
over 100 scientific papers. 
The recipients of the award will be honored and '~ill receive their awards during a 
luncheon at noon Oct. 12 during the Homecoming activities. 
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